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IV

Ananda Raju succeeded Vijiarama Raju to the Vizianagaram Zam-
indar. He was not happy with the arrangements made by the French in the
Sarkars ignoring his preferences and interests. He corresponded with Madras
and Bengal Councils to help him with an English contingent to expel the
French from the sarkars. Thus, he wanted to unite the entire Andhra region
upto Masulipatam under his sway independent of the Nizam. Ananda Raju
turned the table in favour of the English and Clive was shrewd enough to take
ato an tage of this proposal. Acanda Raju was assisted by Col. Forde to expel
the French from the Sarkars.

However, the English outwitted Ananda Rajj with their superior
diplomatic talents. The English came to terms with the Nizarn and handed
over the sarkars to the Nizaia and forced Ananda Raju tc restrict himself to
the Chicaccie sarkar. Thus, the lone attempt of Ananda Raju in founding an
independent state in the Andhra region met with a crushing defeat. As the
region *as cleared of the French and the French influence waning even in
Europe, the English rose LC a predominant position in India both in Bengal
and in the Caroatic as well.

V

Tl:e English procured a Mughal grant for the Northern Sarkars from
ihe Emperor Shah Alam knowing prettily that die Ernperor had no jurisdic-
tion over the Andhra. The English took this opportunity to feel the pulse of
the ruling class in the region who readily responded to the publication of the
grant by the English. But the English did not want to displease the Nizam and
waited patiently till 1768 when he offered these sarkars to the English on the
condition that they support his cause against the Marathas. Thus, Northern
sarkars were transferred to the English with the connivance of the Nizam's
deputy, Hassan Ali Khan, who was instrumental in building the British
empire in India. Northern Saikars became the first ever region regarding
which the English could justify their claim on legal grounds. The transfer of
the sarkars had far-reaching effect on the Nizam's State which became a land-
locked country. With the loss of Andhra region, the Nizam had become a
virtual prisoner surrounded by the English dominion. All his attempts to get
back his saikars on some pretext or the other failed.